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seen that the school never forgave Eabelais, but nursed
their -wrath till the time came for -writing malicious
epitaphs.
Pantagruel in a rage takes "him by the throat with a
clutch so tremendous that the unhappy scholar was ever
after afflicted with a continual desire to drink, which,
unhappily, brought him to an early grave. " A work of
divine vengeance," says Eabelais, " showing us that we
should, as said Augustus, shun unknown words with as
much needfulness as pilots of ships use to avoid rocke
at sea."
From Orleans, after spoiling all the wine of the city
by carrying the big bell of St Aignan through the
streets, young Pantagruel travels to Paris, which he con-
siders a good place to live in, but bad to die in. While
there he visited the " great and stately " library of St
Victor, an unfortunate collection of medieval scholastic
books at which the new scholars were never tired of
scoffing. Eabelais gives the catalogue at length.
It must be owned that a list of titles, written to
satirise and bring into deeper contempt than that in
which they already languished the books on which
former generations had spent their lives and labours,
does not offer much prospect of amusement to the
modern reader, and yet the extravagance, the overflow-
ing imagination, and the boundless copiousness dis-
played in the list, have preserved the humour of this old-
fashioned catalogue, so that the old monastic collection
of rubbish known as the Library of St Victor seems
familiar to us who have never seen and laughed at it.
Many of the titles, and those not the least absurd, are
titles of real books, copies of which may still be found